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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Assistance  . and 
Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Hereford  County  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  County  for  1931. 

Population  of  the  County  and  General  Statistics. 

The  population  of  the  County  at  mid-year  1931  is  estimated  bv 
the  Registrar-General  to  be  110,770,  of  whom  40,840  belong  to  the 
Urban  Districts  and  69,930  to  the  Rural  Districts. 


Birth  Rate  

1931. 

15.2 

1930. 

15.7 

Death  Rate  

14.0 

13.5 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Births)  ... 

61 

48 

Death  Rate — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

0.695 

0.696 

Death  Rate — All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0.858 

0.877 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer 

1.64 

1.57 

Birth  Rate. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1931  is  15.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  is 
0.5  per  1,000  lower  than  in  1930.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
is  15.8. 

Death  Rate. 

The  Death  Rate  for  1931  is  14.0  per  1,000,  which  is  0.5  per  1,000 
higher  than  in  1930.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.3  per 


1,000. 

Deaths  from — 

1931. 

1930. 

Influenza  

81 

24 

Bronchitis 

66 

...  54 

Pneumonia 

63 

72 

Whooping  Cough  

5 

6 

Measles 

4 

. 13 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for 

1931  is  61 

per  1,000  births. 

rate  for  legitimate  children  is  54  per  1,000  and  for  illegitimate  children 
154  per  1,000  births.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  66  per  1,000 
births. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  for  the  year  1931  shows  a slight 
decrease  compared  with  1930.  The  Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  is  0.695  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  that  from  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  is  0.163  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  total 
Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  is  0.858  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  0.S77 
in  1930.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  total  Tuberculosis 
Death  Rate  was  0.896  in  1931. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  is  less  than  in  1930,  the 
number  of  notifications  in  1931  being  662,  against  739  in  1930.  The 
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Death  Rate  from  Influenza  is  much  higher  than  in  1930.  The  Death 
Rate  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea  is  3.6  per  1,000  births  for  1931,  as  com- 
pared with  5.2  per  1,000  births  in  1930.  The  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  is  6.0  per  1,000  births  in  1931. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Arrangements- have  been  made  as  from  the  1st  of  April,  1931,  for 
the  treatment  of  women  suffering  from  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal 
Sepsis  at  the  Hereford  General  Hospital  subject  to  certain  rules  and 
conditions. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Specimens  of  blood  for  Wassermann  Reaction  are  sent  to  Birming- 
ham University  and  films  for  Gonococci  are  examined  at  the  County 
Laboratory.  Whenever  a positive  Wassermann  reaction  is  found,  a 
confidential  letter,  without  any  name  being  mentioned,  is  sent  to  the 
medical  practitioner  concerned  offering  treatment  for  his  patient’  at  the 
Clinic.  The  Clinic  has  been  held  at  the  Isolation  Block  of  the  Hereford 
Union  Workhouse  since  31st  March,  1924,  and  in-patient  treatment  is 
also  provided  for  in  the  same  Institution.  Suggestions  have  been  made 
for  structural  alterations  of  the  clinic  premises  which  would  provide  for 
better  and  more  extensive  treatment. 

County  Laboratory. 

4,147  Specimens  •were  examined  in  1931,  as  compared  with  4,542 
in  1930.  The  work  is  useful  in  controlling  epidemics,  and  positive 
results  of  swabs  are  phoned  to  the  doctors  and  also  to  the  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  so  that  immediate  steps  can  be  taken  to  control 

epidemics. 

Mental  Deficiency. 

Cases  of  Mental  Deficiency  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical 
Adviser  by  various  voluntary  and  other  agencies.  Provision  is  made 
for  adult  cases  at  Ross  Institution,  which  is  certified  by  the  Board  of 
Control,  and  where  suitable  training  is  now  available  in  mat-making 
under  the  supervision  of  a specially  qualified  attendant.  High-grade 
cases  are  sent  to  various  other  Institutions,  where  adequate  training 
facilities  are  available.  There  is  urgent  need  for  more  accommodation 
for  mental  defectives,  as  nearly  all  the  beds  at  Ross  Certified  Institution 
are  occupied. 

I have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Public  Assistance  and  Public 
Health  and  other  Committees  for  their  continued  co-operation  and 
support.  I also  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  District  Medical 
Officers,  the  County  Veterinary  Officer,  and  Staff  for  their  valuable 
assistance  and  co-operation  given  ungrudgingly  by  them  in  what  has 
been  a year  of  strenuous  work. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  LOWE. 

Public  Health  Department, 

132,  St.  Owen  Street, 

Hereford. 
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COUNTY  STAFF. 


COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH,  CHIEF  S.M.O.,  Etc, 

PETER  LOWE,  M.A.  (Hons.),  B.Sc..  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Barrister- at- Law. 


CLINICAL  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER  and  MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT 
NIEUPORT  SANATORIUM  : 

BASIL  ADAMS,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


ASSISTANT  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  and 
ASSISTANT  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  : 

Lieut.-Colonel  C.  F.  WANHILL,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
ARCHIBALD  PENMAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

JOHN  E.  HAINE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


INSPECTOR  07  MIDWIVES  and  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  NURSE3  . 
Miss  G.  A.  PAYNE. 


HEALTH  VISITORS  : 

Miss  J.  ANDREWS.  Miss  M.  SARGENT. 

Miss  E.  J.  GLEADELL.  - Mrs.  C.  E.  TURNER. 

Miss  M.  HUGHES  (temporary)  resigned  20th  April,  1931. 

Miss  L.  A.  CULVERHOU3E  (temporary),  appointed  24th 

August,  1931. 


CLERICAL  STAFF  : 


Chief  Clerk— L.  A.  NICHOLLS,  C.R.San.I. 


J.  L.  Trinder. 

S.  W.  Hicks. 

W.  J.  Manning. 
Miss  D.  Webber. 


F.  J.  Goode. 

D.  A.  Pickard 

J.  Adams  (Leominster  Areal. 

H.  T.  Baldwyn  (Ross  Area). 
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DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH. 


URBAN. 

District. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Bromyard  

Dr.  Archibald  Penman. 

Hereford  City 

Dr.  A.  M.  Brown. 

Kington  

Dr.  Richard  Harding 

(resigned  5th  October.  1931). 

Dr.  Archibald  Penman 
(appointed  6th  October,  1931). 

Ledbury 

Dr.  J.  McKean  Harrison. 

Leominster 

Dr.  Robert  Williams 

(resigned  February,  1931). 

Dr.  Archibald  Penman 

(appointed  February,  1931). 

Ross-on-Wye  

Dr.  J.  E.  Haine 

RURAL. 

Bredwardine  ...  

Dr.  T.  Hincks. 

Hereford  

Dore  

Dr.  R.  Wood  Power. 

Lieut. -Col.  C.  F.  Wanhill. 

Weobiey 

Bromyard  ... 

Ledbury 

Leominster  and  Wigmore 

i Dr.  Archibald  Penman. 

Kington  ...  

Dr.  Richard  Harding 

(resigned  5th  March,  1931). 
Dr.  Archibald  Penman 

(appointed  6th  March,  1931). 

Ross-on-Wye 

Dr.  J.  E.  Haine 

Whitchurch 

Dr.  W.  H.  Williams 

(resigned  31st  March,  1931). 
Dr.  J.  E.  Haine 

(appointed  1st  April,  1931). 
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PUBLIC  A33ISTANCE  DEPARTMENT. 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS,  ETC.,  UNDER  THE  POOR  LAW  ACTS. 


Medical 

District. 

Medical 

Officer. 

Public 

Vaccinator. 

Population 

Bromyard 

W.  W.  Wells 

W.  W.  Wells 

4795 

Bishops  Frame  ... 

S.  W.  Russell 

S.  W.  Russell 

3362 

Cradley 

L.  A.  Drake 

L.  A.  Drake 

1113 

Bredwardine 

T.  E.  Hincks 

T.  E.  Hincks 

1969 

Kentchurch 

A.  M.  Humphry  ... 

A.  M.  Humphry 

1044 

Longtown 

W.  H.  Morgan 

W.  H.  Morgan 

2020 

Madley 

W.  R.  Forster 

W.  R.  Forster 

1700 

Peterchurch 

A.  Wr.  McMichacl  ... 

A.  Wr.  McMichael  ... 

1490 

Burghill 

J.  R.  Bulman 

J.  R.  Bulman 

7932 

Dewchurch 

E.  W.  DuBuisson  ... 

E.  W.  DuBuisson  ... 

5962 

Hereford  City 

W.  G.  Maule 

J.  A.  Prichard 

23322 

Eardisley 

Q.  R.  Darling 

Q.  R.  Darling 

1216 

Kington  ... 

G.  W.  Dryland  ... 

G.  W.  Dryland 

3497 

Kinsham  ... 

R.  R.  Walker 

R.  R.  W’alker 

978 

Pembridge 

D.  A.  K.  Cassells  ... 

D.  A.  K.  Cassells  ... 

1228 

Lower  Harpton  ... 

E.  E.  Heaney 

E.  E.  Heaney 

53 

Bosbury  ... 

L.  B.  C.  Trotter  ... 

L.  B.  C.  Trotter  ... 

2264 

Ledbury  ... 

J.  McKean  Harrison.. 

J.  McKean  Harrison 

5146 

Yarkhill  

H.  A.  Picton 

H.  A.  Picton 

2761 

Col  wall 

E.  G.  H.  Williams  ... 

L.  B.  C.  Trotter 

2043 

Leominster 

A.  T.  L.  Kingdon  ... 

A.  T.  L.  Kingdon  ... 

8427 

Kingsland 

J.  E.  B.  Morton 

J.  E B.  Morton 

4817 

Bodenham 

J.  W.  Johnstone 

J.  W.  Johnstone 

685 

Leintwardine 

W.  B.  Darroll 

W.  B.  Darroll 

726 

Brampton  Brian  ... 

W.  B.  Darroll 

Wr.  B.  Darroll 

1640 

Ross  No.  1 Area... 

H.  L.  D’Olier 

Duckworth 

L.  B:  Green 

4127 

No.  2 

J.  L.  Dunlop 

L.  B.  Green 

3162 

No.  3 

L.  B Green... 

L.  B.  Green... 

49S6 

' No.  4 

W.  H.  Cam 

L.  B Green 

2350 

Hope  Mansell 

H.  Stanger  

H.  Stanger  ... 

255 

Garway 

A.  M.  Humphry 

A.  M.  Humphry 

350 

Whitchurch 

P.  G.  Harvey 

W.  H.  Williams 

1243 

Welsh  Bicknor  ... 

P.  Buchanan 

W.  H.  Williams  ... 

• S7 

Weobley 

J.  S.  Clarke 

J.  S.  Clarke 

3339 

Eardisland 

D.  A.  K.  Cassells  . ... 

D.  A.  K.  Cassells  ... 

496 

Canon  Pyon 

H.  Colbatch  Clark  ... 

H.  Colbatch  Clark  ... 

574 

Staunton-on-Wye .. 

J.  Steed 

J.  Steed  

2030 

tSOLATION  HOSPITA 
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The  number  of  beds  is  bused  on  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  which  recommend  144  square  feet 

per  patient. 


PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  INSTITUTIONS. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  538,924  Acres. 

Population — 1931  110,770 

„ 1930  111,755 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  end  of  1931  29,612 

Rateable  Value,  £517,760  (City,  £169,107  ; County,  £34S, 653). 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £2,000. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Births — Legitimate  

1571 

839 

732 

„ Illegitimate  

117 

56 

61 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

74 

39 

35 

„ Illegitimate 

8 

6 

2 

BIRTH  RATE  — 15.2  PER  1,000. 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE— 0. 74  PER 
1,000  population  or  49 
per  1,000  births. 

Deaths  1554  804  750 

DEATH  RATE — 14  0 PER  1,000. 


Deaths  in  Public  Institutions — 19  per  cent,  of  total  deaths. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth — 

From  Sepsis  2 

From  Pyrexia  ...  0 

From  other  Causes  '...  6 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  births — 


Legitimate,  54  ; Illegitimate,  154  ; Total 


61. 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

. „ ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


4 

5 
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POPULATION. — The  following  table  shows  the  Census 
population  for  1921  and  1931  and  for  mid-year  1931  : — 


1931. 

1931. 

1921. 

Census. 

Mid-year. 

Census. 

Administrative  County  ... 

1 1 1,755 

110,770 

111.S29 

Urban 

Districts 

41,200 

40.S40 

39,778 

Rural 

Districts 

70,555 

69,930 

72,051 
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Urban  Districts. 


Population 

Census 

1931. 

Population 

Mid-year 

1931. 

Bromyard  

1,571 

1,545 

. Hereford  City  (M.B.)  

24,159 

23,890 

Kington  

1,742 

1,747 

Ledbury  

3,283 

3,435 

Leominster  (M.B.)  

5,707 

5,599 

Ross  

4,733 

4,624 

41,200 

40,840 

Rural  Districts. 


Bredwardine  ... 

1,866 

1,841 

Bromyard  

7,407 

7,452 

Dore  

6,030 

5.985 

Hereford  

13,445 

13,380 

Kington  

4,697 

4,639 

Ledbury  

8,709 

8,719 

Leominster  and  Wigmore 

10,662 

10,460 

Ross  and  Whitchurch  

11,606 

1 1 ,450 

Weobley  

6,132 

6,004 

70,555 

69,930 

Total  Estimated  Civil  Population. 

As  given  by  Registrar-General. 


Population 

Census 

1931. 

Population 

Mid-year 

1931. 

Urban  Districts  

41,200 

40,840 

Rural  Districts  ...  

70,555 

69,930 

Total  Population  Administrative 

County  

111,755 

110,77' • 
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BIRTH-RATE. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  County  during 
1931,  after  due  correction,  was  1,688,  against  1,740  in  1930.  Ot 
this  number,  609  occurred  in  the  Urban  districts  and  1,079  in 
the  Rural  Districts. 


No.  oj 
Births 
1931. 

Birth-rate 

1931. 

Birth-rate 

1930. 

Urban  Districts. 

Bromyard  

12 

7-8 

11-6 

Hereford  City 

357 

14-9 

155 

Kington  ...  ...  

27 

15*5 

11-4 

Ledbury  

47 

13-7 

13-2 

Leominster  

95 

17-0 

14-9 

Ross  

71 

15-4 

14-0 

Rural  Districts. 

Bred  war  dine  

25 

13-6 

18*5 

Bromyard  

126 

16-9 

18-2 

Dore  

92 

15-4 

20-4 

Hereford 

182 

13-6 

17-7 

Kington  

lb 

16-2 

14-0 

Ledbury  

129 

14-8 

150 

Leominster  and  Wigmore 

182 

17-4 

15-2 

Ross  and  Whitchurch 

173 

15-1 

14.4 

Weobley  

95 

15-8 

15-3 

Birth-Rates  of  Urban  and  Rural  Districts 
and  Administrative  County. 

(Per  1,000  Persons  Living). 


1931. 

1930. 

Urban  Districts  

14-9 

14-8 

Rural  Districts  

15-4 

16-3  • 

Administrative  County 

15‘2 

15-7 

England  and  Wales 

15-8 

16-3 

The  birth-rate  for  the  Administrative  County  is  0 5 per  1,000 
lower  than  in  1930. 

Of  the  Urban  Districts,  the  highest  rate  occurred  in  Leominster 
(17  0),  and  the  lowest  in  Bromyard  (7-8).  Of  the  Rural  Districts 
the  highest  rate  occurred  in  Leominster  and  Wigmore  (17 • 4),  and 
the  lowest  in  Bredwardine  (13-6). 

Illegitimate  Births. 

There  were,  during  1931,  117  (7%)  illegitimate  births  in  the 
County,  compared  with  122  in  1930  and  126  in  1929. 

DEATH-RATE. 

The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  County  during 
1931,  after  due  correction  for  residents  and  non-residents,  was 
1,554.  Of  these,  576  occurred  in  the  Urban  Distiicts  and  978 
in  the  Rural  Districts.  The  following  table  shows  how  these 
deaths  are  distributed  and  the  rates  per  1,000  persons  living  : — 


No.  of 
Deaths. 
1931. 

Death  Rale. 

1931. 

Death  Rate. 
1930. 

Urban  Districts. 

Bromyard 

19 

12-3 

10-3 

Hereford  City  

335 

14-0  ' 

11-9 

Kington  

25 

14-3 

18-0 

Ledbury  

59 

17-0 

13-2 

Leominster 

80 

14-3 

14-5 

Ross  

53 

12-6 

18-2 

Rural  Districts. 

Bredwardine  

27 

14-7 

16-5 

Bromvard  

111 

14-9 

15-0 

Dore  ...  

99 

16-5 

13-3 

Hereford  

155 

11-6 

12-2 

Kington  

53 

11-4 

14-7 

Ledbury  

126 

14-5 

12-8 

Leominster  and  Wigmore... 

167 

16-0 

13-4 

Ross  and  Whitchurch 

159 

13-9 

14-2 

Weobley  

81 

13-5 

13-8 
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Death-Rates  of  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and 


Administrative  County. 
(Per  1,000  Persons  Living.) 


1931. 

1930. 

Urban  Districts  

14-1 

13-3 

Rural  Districts  

14-0 

13-6 

Administrative  County  

14-0 

13-5 

England  and  Wales  

12-3 

11-4 

The  death-rate  of  the  County  for  1931  is  0-5  per  1,000  higher 
than  that  for  the  year  1930,  and  is  1.7  per  1,000  higher  than  the 
death-rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

Of  the  Urban  Districts,  the  highest  death-rate  (17-0)  occurred 
in  Ledbury  and  of  the  Rural  Districts  (16-51  in  Dore. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  chief  causes  of  death,  with 
percentages  for  year  1931  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

Xo.  of 
Deaths. 

Percentage  of 
Toted  Deaths. 

1.  Organic  Heart  Disease 

391 

25-1 

2.  Malignant  Disease  

1S2 

11-7 

3.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

101 

6-5 

4.  Tuberculosis  (including  Phthisis,  11)... 

95 

61 

5.  Influenza  ... 

81 

5-2 

6.  Pneumonia  

68 

4-4 

7.  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

68 

4-4 

8.  Bronchitis  

66 

4-2 

9.  Congenital  Debility 

58 

3-7 

10.  Senility  

52 

3-3 

11.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

51 

3-3 

12.  Violence  (other  than  Suicide) 

46 

3-0 

13.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  

30 

2-0 

14.  Suicide  

22 

1-4 

15.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

18 

1-2 

IS 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  refers  to  the  number  of  children 
who  die  under  the  age  of  one  year,  per  1,000  births.  During  the 
year  there  were  42  deaths  in  the  Urban  and  61  deaths  in  the  Rural 
Districts  of  children  under  one  year — in  all  103. 


No.  of 
Deaths, 

1931. 

Rate, 

1931. 

Rate, 

1930. 

Urban. 

Bromyard  ... 

1 

83 

0 

Hereford  City  

28 

78 

46 

Kington  

2 

74 

53 

Ledbury  

2 

47 

48 

Leominster 

5 

53 

37 

Ross  

4 

56 

141 

Rural. 

Bredwardine  

2 

80 

56 

Bromyard  

13 

103 

81 

Dore  

4 

43 

41 

Hereford  

7 

38 

39 

Kington  

5 

67 

30 

Ledbury  

9 

70 

30 

Leominster  and  Wigmore... 

8 

44 

66 

Ross  and  Whitchurch 

9 

52 

40 

Weobley  

4 

42 
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Infantile  Mortality  Rates  for  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  and  Administrative  County. 


(Per  1,000  Births.) 


1931. 

1930. 

Urban  Districts  

69 

54 

Rural  Districts  ...  ~ 

57 

45 

Administrative  County  

61 

48 

England  and  Wales 

65 

eo 

The  rate  for  the  County  as  a whole  is  higher  by  13  per  1,000. 
births  than  that  for  1930.  The  rate  for  the  Urban  Distiicts  is 
15  per  1,000  higher  than  in  1930,  and  that  for  the  Rural  Districts 
is  12  per  1,000  higher  than  in  1930. 
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There  were  85  deaths  among  legitimate  children  under  one 
year,  out  of  1,571  legitimate  births — equal  to  a rate  of  54  per 
1,000.  . 

There  were  18  deaths  among  illegitimate  children  imder 
one  year,  out  of  117  illegitimate  births — equal  to  a rate  of  154 
per  1 ,000. 

In  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  the  rate  in  1931  was  66  per 
1,000  births. 

In  the  107  great  towns  it  was  71  per  1,000  births.  In  the 
159  smaller  towns  it  was  62  per  1,000  births. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH- HATE,  Etc. 

By  the  above  term  is  meant  the  deaths  from  the  Principal 
Infectious  Diseases.  There  were  107  deaths,  against  63  in  1930. 


Number  of  Deaths  from  the  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
in  1931. 


Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Admin. 

County. 

Small  Pox  

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

2 

2 

4 

Scarlet  Fever...  

0 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

3 

5 

Diphtheria 

4 

6 

10* 

Enteric  Fever  

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

0 

0 

0 

(under  2 years) 

1 

5 

6 

Influenza 

28 

53 

81 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  

37 

70 

107 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  1931,  95  deaths  were  directly  attributable 
to  Tuberculosis.  Of  this  number  77  of  the  deaths  were  caused 
by  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Phthisis),  and  18  by  other  tubercular 
diseases. 

Compared  with  1930,  therefore,  there  were  2 less  deaths  from 
all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  the  same  number  from  Tuberculosis  of 
the  Lungs  (Phthisis),  and  2 less  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
than  in  1930. 
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Phthisis. 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  (Phthisis). — The  number  of  .deaths 
from  Phthisis  in  the  Administrative  County  during  1931  was  77 
(compared  with  77  in  1930).  of  which  33  occurred  in  the  Urban 
and  44  in  the  Rural  Districts.  The  rates  per  1.000  persons  for 
the  separate  districts  are  : — 


District. 

A’o.  of 
Deaths, 
1931. 

Rate  per 
1,000, 
1931. 

Rate  per 
1,000, 
1930. 

Urban  Districts. 

Bromyard  

2 

1-29 

.1-28 

Hereford  City  ... 

21 

0-88 

0-80 

Kington  

2 

114 

1-20 

Ledbury  

1 

0-29 

0-31 

Leominster  

6 

1-07 

. 0-36 

Ross  

1 

0-21 

1-10 

Rural  Districts. 
Bredwardine  

3 

1-63 

1-03 

Bromyard  

5 

0-67 

0-81 

Dore  

6 

1-00 

0-51 

Hereford 

10 

0-75 

0-84 

Kington  

0 

0-00 

0-43 

Ledbury  ... 

2 

0-23 

0-55 

Leominster  and  Wigmore 

3 

0-29 

0-73 

Ross  and  Whitchurch  ... 

10 

0-87 

0-41 

Weobley  

5 

0-83 

0-82 

The  rates  for  Urban 

and  Rural 

areas  and  Administrative 

County  are  : — 

No.  of 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 

Deaths, 

1 ,000  persons, 

1 ,000  persons, 

1931. 

1931. 

1930. 

Urban  Districts 

33 

0-808 

0-773 

Rural  Districts 

44 

0-629 

0-652 

Administrative  County... 

77 

0-695 

0-696 

England  and  Wales 

29,658 

0-742 

0-739 

The  Phthisis  death  rate  in  the  Administrative  Count}'  is 
less  than  in  1930  by  -001  per  1,000  persons  living. 
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Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

During  1931  there  were  18  deaths — 6 in  the  Urban  and  12  in 
the  Rural  Districts — from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  (compared 
with  20  in  1930)  giving  the  following  rates: — 


Total  Tuberculosis 

" Other  Forms  of 

Rate  per  1,000. 

Tuberculosis  ” 

District. 

(including  Phthisis). 

Rate  per  1,000 

(excluding  Phthisis). 

1931. 

1930. 

1931. 

1930. 

Urban. 

Bromyard 

1-29 

1-28 

0-00 

0-00 

Hereford  City  

1-00 

1-02 

0-13 

0-21 

Kington  

1-14 

1-80 

O'OO 

0-60 

Ledbury  .. 

0-53 

0-31 

0-29 

000 

Leominster  

1-43 

0-72 

0-36 

0-36 

Ross  

0-21 

1-10 

0-00 

0-00 

Rural. 

Bredw-ardine  

1-63 

1-03 

0-00 

o-oo 

Bromyard  ...  

0-81 

0-81 

013 

o-oo 

Dore  

1*17 

0*51 

0-17 

0-00 

Hereford  

0-97 

115 

0-22 

0-31 

Kington  

0-00 

0-86 

0-00 

0-43 

Ledbury  

0-34 

0-56 

0-11 

0-00 

Leominster  and  Wigmore... 

0-67 

0-92 

0-38 

0-18 

Ross  and  Whitchurch 

0-87 

0-61 

0-00 

0-20 

Weobley  

1-17 

1-15 

0-33 

0-33 

“Total  Tuberculosis”  and  “Other  Tubercular  Diseases”  Rates, 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and  Administrative  County. 


Total  Tuberculosis 

" Other  Forms  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

Tuberculosis  ’’ 

(including  Phthisis). 

Rate  per  1,000 

(excluding 

Phthisis). 

1931. 

1930. 

1931. 

1930. 

Urban  Districts  

0-955 

0-972 

0-147 

0-199 

Rural  Districts  

0-801 

0-822 

0-172 

0-170 

Administrative  Countv  ... 

0-858 

0-876 

0-163 

0-181 

England  and  Wales  ' ... 

0-896 

0-898 

0154 

0-159 
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Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  from 
28th  Dec.,  1930,  to  2nd  Jan.  1932. 


Pulmc 

Tuberc 

>nary 

ulosis. 

Other  fc 
Tuberc 

>rms  of 
ulosis. 

No.  of 

Cases 

Notified. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Popula- 
tion. 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Popula- 
tion. 

Administrative  County  ... 

107 

0.97 

37 

0.33 

ADMINISTRATIVE  MEASURES  AGAINST 
TUEERCULOSIS. 


Notification,  Etc. 

The  number  of  Pulmonary  Cases  notified  during  1931  was 
8 more,  and  the  number  of  non -Pulmonary  Cases  notified  was 

16  less,  than  in  1930. 

A considerable  proportion  of  cases  still  consult  their  own 
doctors  too  late,  and  when  notified  are  too  advanced  to  be 
suitable  for  Sanatorium  treatment. 

Nieuport  Sanatorium,  Almeley,  provided  by  the  County 
Council  was  ready  for  the  reception  of  early  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
at  the  end  of  January  1923,  and  provision  is  made  for  the  treat- 
ment of  34  adults  and  28  children.  The  Children’s  Block  is 
entirely  separated  from  “ Nieuport  House,”  where  the  adults  are 
accommodated.  There  are  also  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  at 
Plereford,  Bromyard,  Kington,  Leominster,  Ross  and  Ledbury, 
full  particulars  being  given  as  to  situation  and  time  of  clinic  on 
page  35  of  this  Report. 

. There  is  still  great  difficulty  in  getting  a sufficient  number  of 
cases  suffering  from  earl}-  disease  of  Tuberculosis  for  admission  to 
the  Nieuport  Sanatorium. 

These  have  to  be  found  by  the  General  Practitioner,  and  the 
Tuberculosis  Medical  Officers  are  always  willing  to  examine  doubtful 
cases.  Such  cases  can  be  admitted  to  the  Sanatorium  for  further 
observation,  and  it  has  been  possible  to  get  X-Ray  films  taken 
either  at  the  Hereford  General  Hospital,  Talgarth  Sanatorium  or 
elsewhere. 
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An  X-Ray  Department  at  the  Sanatorium,  however,  would 
be  of  much  more  use,  as  not  only  could  films  be  taken  to  assist  in 
the  observation  of  doubtful  cases  and  their  diagnoses  confirmed, 
'but  also  the  extent  and  type  of  disease  of  in-patiencs  could  be 
further  investigated. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  practically  impossible  to  treat  a 
patient  by  the  induction  of  artificial  pneumothorax — a method 
of  treatment  which  for  years  has  been  used  in  the  majority  of 
Sanatoria. 

The  Sanatorium  Committee  are  going  into  the  question  of 
establishing  an  X-Ray  Department,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
Sanatorium  can  be  brought  more  up  to  date. 

Surgical  Tuberculosis. 

Four  beds  at  Shropshire ' Orthopaedic  Hospital  are  available 
for  cases  of  Surgical  Tuberculosis,  and  these  are  occupied  almost 
continuously  throughout  the  year,  and  at  the  present  time  seem 
to  meet  the  requirements  adequately.  Four  beds  are  available 
for  Lupus  Cases  at  the  London  Hospital. 

General.  ■ 

Dming  1931,  77  deaths  occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
— 33  males  and  44  females.  Of  these,  31  males  and  41  females 
have  been  traced  as  being  notified  ; 2 males  and  3 females  were 
not  notified.  Eighteen  deaths  occurred  from  non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis — 6 males  and  12  females,  of  whom  5 males  and  10 
females  had  been  previously  notified  ; 1 male  and  2 females  were 
not  notified.  The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to 
total  Tuberculosis  deaths  is  therefore  8:  95  or  1 : 12. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  or  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
Section  62,  dming  the  year. 

Very  close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Sanitary 
Authorities,  and  copies  of  Laboratory  Reports  on  analyses  of 
Sputa,  etc.,  are  sent  to  Sanitary  Authorities  for  their  information, 
and  those  Authorities  materially  assist  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  by 
undertaking  the  disinfection  of  shelters. 

No  Dental  Treatment  is  provided  by  the  Council. 

Patients  are  visited  regularly  by  the  Health  Visiting  Staff 
on  their  discharge  from  Sanatorium. 

A large  amount  of  work  is  done  in  regard  to  non-Pulmonary 
cases  by  the  local  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Committee — a voluntary 
organisation  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society — 
which  is  a most  efficient  body  of  workers.  Clinics  are  held  at 
Hereford,  Leominster  and  Ledbury , under  the  supervision  of  a 
Surgeon  from  Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 
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Tuberculosis. 


New 

Cases 

Dea 

THS. 

Non- 

N 

on - 

Ace  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary . 

Pu'.m 

onary. 

Pulm 

onary . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  

1 — 5 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5—10  

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10—15  

2 

4 

6 

5 

— 

2 

2 

1 

15—20  

10 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

— 

4 

20—25  

7 

12 

— 

2 

4 

7 

1 

— 

25—35  

12 

15 

1 

6 

7 

14 

1 

4 

3o--  do  ...  ... 

8 

6 

1 

— 

4 

7 

— 

1 

45 — 55 

9 

5 

— 

1 

8 

4 

— 

— 

55—65  

4 

3 

1 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards  ... 

L 

3 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

1 

Totals 

54 

53 

18 

19 

33 

44 

.6 

12 

Treatment. 


(a)  Dispensaries. 

During  the  year  the  Dispensaries  dealt  with  997  separate 
attendances  of  patients,  involving  773  patients;  368  new  cases 
came  under  review. 

The  function  of  the  Dispensary  is  to  decide  what  form  of 
treatment  is  suitable  for  each  case.  Early  cases  only,  if  possible, 
should  be  sent  to  Sanatorium,  while  late  cases  are  granted 
Domiciliary  treatment  and  the  use  of  a Shelter  where  possible. 

. (6)  Institutional. 

Eleven  cases  of  Surgical  Tuberculosis  received  treatment  at 
the  Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital  during  the  year — 7 males 
and  4 females. 

Two  cases  of  Lupus  were  treated  at  London  Hospital— both 

females.' 

One  case  of  laryngeal  Tuberculosis  in  a female  was  treated 
in  Brompton  Sanatorium. 

NIEUPORT  SANATORIUM. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED 
31st  DECEMBER,  1931. 

I have,  in  my  previous  Reports,  lamented  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  get  man}’  suitable  cases  for  admission  to  this  Sanatorium. 

During  the  last  year  we  have  had  still  fewer  " early  ” cases, 
but  more  " intermediate  ” and  “ advanced.” 

Now-a-days  it  has  been  more  and  more  usual  in  Sanatoria 
to  operate  on  the  lungs  of  cases,  especially  those  who  are  of  the 
“.intermediate  ” type.  This  last  year,  through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Talgarth  Medical  Staff,  it  has  been  possible  to  have  a small 


operation  (Phrenic  evulsion)  done  on  one  of  our  patients.  Also 
a Hereford  patient  had  another  operation  (artificial  pneumothorax) 
done  at  University  College  Hospital,  London,  and  he  subsequently 
came  here  for  further  treatment  (refills). 

It  should  be  possible  for  such  cases  to  have  this  treatment 
at  this  Sanatorium,  but  an  X-Ray  apparatus  would  be  essential. 
I feel  we  are  getting  out  of  date  in  treatment. 

I hope  the  question  of  fitting  an  X-Ray  apparatus  here  will 
soon  be  considered. 


NUMBER 

Table  I. 

OF  PATIENTS 

ADMITTED. 

Males 

Adults. 

47 

Females 

•••  •••  •• 

40 

Boys 

Children. 

30 

-87 

Girls 

•••  •••  •• 

19 

Total 

-49 

136 

The  ages  of  these  patients  are  show  in  the  following  Table  : — 

Table  II. 

AGES  OF  PATIENTS  ADMITTED. 


Adults. 

Males. 

Females. 

Under  20  years  ... 

...  6 

Under  20  years  ... 

...  7 

« 

30  „ ... 

...  19 

» 30  „•  ... 

...  19 

99 

40  

...  11 

» 40  m 

...  8 

99 

50  „ 

...  6 

„ 50  „ 

...  4 

99 

60  

...  3 

„ 60  „ ... 

...  2 

Over 

60  „ *... 

...  2 

Over  60 

...  - 

Total 

...  47 

Total 

...  40 

Children. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Under 

5 years  ... 

...  \l 

Under  5 years  ... 

...  1 

99 

10  

...  21 

„ 10  

...  14 

99 

14  

...  8 

„ 14  

...  4 

Over 

14  „ ... 

... 

Over  14  „ 

...  - 

Total 

...  30 

Total 

...  19 

On  31st  December,  1930,  there  were  55  patients  remaining  in 
the  Sanatorium;  136  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  1931, 
making  a total  of  191  cases  treated  in  the  year.  Of  that  number, 
136  have  been  discharged,  leaving  55  patients  in  the  Sanatorium 
on  31st  December,  1931. 


I 


I 
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Table  III. 

PATIENTS  DISCHARGED. 

Adults  ...  85  Children  ...  51  Total  ...  136 

Average  Length  of  Treatment. 

Adults  ...  126  days.  Children  * ;..  188  days. 


The  Classification  on  admission  of  the  136  cases  discharged  is 
shewn  on  Table  IV.  The  method  of  classification  is  the  same  as 
that  used  on  Page  3 of  the  Yearly  Financial  Statement  (Form 
F12.T.)  required  by  the  Ministry7  of  Health. 


Table  IV. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CASES  DISCHARGED. 


Adi 

JLTS. 

Chili 

OREN. 

Totals. 

Males. 

Females. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Pulmonary- — 

1 . Observation  

2 

4 

24 

17 

47 

2.  Early 

14 

12 

— 

— 

26 

3.  Intermediate 

15 

10 

— 

— 

25 

4.  Advanced  

9 

10 

— 

— 

19 

Non-Pulmonary — ... 

1.  Glandular-Peritoneum,  die.... 

4 

5 

6 

4 

19 

Totals  

44 

41 

30 

21 

136 

RESULTS  OF  TREATMENT. 

With  reference  to  the  results  of  treatment,  the  actual  gain  or 
loss  of  weight  has  been  considered  in  four  tables — V.  (a),  ( b ),  (c), 
and  ( d ) — shewing  adult  males  and  femalc-s  and  boys  and  girls 
separately.  The  actual  weight  is  considered  in  pounds  and  ounces 
and,  on  the  whole,  is  quite  satisfactory.  The  actual  condition  of 
the  136  patients  on  discharge  is  shewn  in  Table  VI. 
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Table  V.  (a). 
ADULTS  (MALES). 


No.  of  Cases 

which  shew 

Total. 

Average. 

Classification. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

No  | No 
change  record. 
1 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Observation 

2 

— 

— 

— 

lb.  oz. 
8 8 

lb.  oz. 

lb.  oz. 
4 4 

lb.  oz. 

Early 

13 

1 

— 

— 

109  0 

2 0 

8 6 

2 0 

Intermediate 

12 

2 

— 

1 

125  4 

2 8 

10  7 

1 4 

Advanced 

3 

— 

— 

6 

9 8 

— 

3 3 

— 

Glandular- 

Peritoneum,  ic. 

3 

— 

— 

1 

44  4 

— 

14  12 

— 

Totals  ... 

33 

3 

— 

8 

296  S 

4 8 

9 0 

1 1 

Table  V.  ( b ). 
ADULTS  (FEMALES). 


No. 

of  Cases  which  shew 

Total. 

Aver 

age. 

Classification. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

No 

change 

No 

record. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Observation 

4 

— 

— 

— 

lb.  oz. 
17  4 

lb.  oz. 

lb.  oz. 

4 5 

lb.  oz. 

Early  

12 

— 

— 

— 

105  S 

— 

8 12 

— 

Intermediate 

9 

I 

— 

— 

65  12 

13  0 

7 5 

13  0 

Advanced 

1 

1 

— 

8 

2 S 

2 8 

2 S 

2 8 

Glandular- 

Peritoneum,  5cc. 

1 

— 

— 

4 

8 

8 

— 

Totals 

27 

2 

— 

12 

191  S 

15  S 

7 1 

7 12 
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Table  V.  (c). 
CHILDREN  (BOYS). 


- 

No. 

}f  Cases 

which 

shew 

Tc 

>tal. 

Ave 

rage. 

Classification. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

No 

change 

No 

record. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Observation 

24 

— 

— 

— 

ib.  oz. 
183  8 

lb.  oz. 

lb.  oz. 
7 10 

lb.  oz. 

Glandular- 

Peritoneum,  &c. 

6 

62  0 

10  5 

— 

Totals 

30 

— 

— 

— 

245  8 

— 

8 3 

— 

Table  V.  (<2). 
CHILDREN  (GIRLS). 


No.  of  Cases  which  shew 

Total. 

Ave! 

-age. 

Classification. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

No 

change 

No 

record. 

Gain.  j Loss. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Observation 

17 

— 

— 

— 

lb.  oz.i  lb.  oz. 

174  4:  — 

lb.  oz. 
10  4 

lb.  oz. 

Glandular- 

Peritoneum,  oCC. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

71  oj  — 

1 

17  12 

— 

Totals 

21 

— 

— 

— 

245  41  — 

11  11 

— 

29 

Table  VI. 


C 

lassifi< 

:ation 

on  D 

ischarge 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

Total. 

Pulmonary — 

'Males  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1.  Observation  ...: 

Females... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

Boys 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

21 

24 

Gixls^  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

16 

17 

[Males  ... 

6 

5 

1 



2 

14 

2.  Early  ... 

Females... 

10 

2 

— 

- 

- 

_ 

12 

Boys 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

'Girls 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

/Males  ... 

_ 

9 

5 

_ 

1 

_ 

15 

3.  Intermediate  ... 

Females... 

O 

4 

4 

- 

_ 

_ 

10 

Boys,  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

\ Girls  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

/Males  ... 

_ 

1 

2 

5 

1 

_ 

9 

4.  Advanced 

Females... 

- 

1 

5 

4 

- 

_ 

10 

] 

Bovs 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 



Girls 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Non-Pulmonary — 

1.  Glandular- 

Males  . . . 

1 

2 



1 

- 

_ 

4 

Peritoneum, 

Females... 

- 

2 

i 

1 

1 

- 

5 

& c. 

Boys 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

6 

Girls 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

[Males  ... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 



2.  Bones  and 

Females... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Joints  _...' 

Bovs 

•- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Girls  ... 

" 

" 

“““ 

Totals 

25 

30 

IS 

11 

10 

42 

136 

A.  Disease  Quiescent.  B.  Improved,  but  not  Quiescent.  C.  No  improve- 
ment. D.  Died  in  Sanatorium.  E.  Self-discharged  or  dismissed. 
F.  No  definite  evidence  of  Tuberculosis. 


It  will  be  seen  from  Table  VI.  that  10  cases  (5  men,  1 woman  and 
4 children)  left  the  Sanatorium  against  my  advice.  On  the  whole, 
the  patients  have  carried  out  their  treatment  to  my  satisfaction, 
and  their  general  conduct  has  been  excellent. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  patients,  as  they  improved  in  health, 
were  given  some  useful  work  to  do.  The  men  have  done  quite 
helpful  jobs  in  the  gardens  and,  on  wet  days,  have  chopped  fire- 
wood in  the  shed  adapted  for  the  purpose.  The  women  have 
followed  their  usual  routine  of  washing  up  after  meals,  and  tidying 
their  quarters. 

BASIL  ADAMS,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Superintendent. 


RETURN  SHOWING  THE  WORK  OF  THE  DISPENSARIES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1931. 


30 


Return  showing  the  work  of  the  Dispensaries  during  the  Year  1931 — continued. 
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(B)  Number  of  Dispensaries  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis, 
(excluding  centres  used  only  for  special  forms  of  treatment). 

Provided  by  the  { jo.n^Comm'ittee  - 
Provided  by  Voluntary  Bodies  - 


(C).  NUMBER  OK  BEDS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  TREATMENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1931. 


I 
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(F)  RETURN  SHOWING  THE  RESULTS  OF  OBSERVATION  OF  DOUBTFULLY  TUBERCULOUS  CASES  DISCHARGED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  FROM  INSTITUTIONS  APPROVED  FOR  THE  TREATMENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

I For  Pulmonary  ! For  No>i-Pul»ionary  I I 


33 


34 

Shelters. 

There  are  now  53  Shelters  in  use.  These  have  been  fairly 
well  utilized  during  the  year. 

Extra  Nourishment. 

During  1931  grants  for  extra  nourishment  were  made  to  22 
patients  at  a cost  of  /83  7s.  2d. 

Nursing  Arrangements. 

These  are  the  same  as  described  in  previous  Reports,  and 
form  part  of  the  approved  Nursing  Scheme  for  the  Count}’.  In 
addition  to  attendance  at  the  Dispensaries,  domiciliary  visitation 
is  made  to  notified  cases  as  soon  after  notificatipn  as  possible. 
Special  visits  and  much  attention  have  been  devoted  to  Tuber- 
culous soldiers. 

OTHER  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

These  diseases  include  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  and  other 
diseases  of  the  Respiratory  organs  (but  do  not  include  Tubercular 
disease  of  the  lungs). 


From  these  s there  were  151  deaths — 61  in  Urban  and 
90  in  Rural  Distr  , compared  with  153  for  1930. 


Bronchitis. 

Pneu- 

monia. 

Other 

Diseases. 

Total  Rates 
per  1,000. 

Urban  Districts 

13 

39 

9 

1.49 

Rural  Districts 

53 

29 

8 

1.29 

Admin.  County 

66 

68 

17 

1.36 

Dispensaries,  1931. 
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OTIFICATIONS  FROM  28th  DECEMBER,  1930,  TO  2nd  JANUARY,  1932. 

Notifications 
on  Form  “ 1 " 

Sana- 

toria. 

CO 

Poor 

Law 

In- 

stitu- 

tions. 

i ' 

1 

l 

l 

Total 

Noti- 

fica- 

tions 

on 

Form 

“A" 

54 

54 

X 

Oi 

Notifications  on  Form  11  A." 

j 

Total 

primary 

Notifi- 

cations 

54 

to 

X 

05 

65 

and 

up- 

wards 

- 

X 

1 

1 

a 

o 

«M 

cm 
«o  -*-» 

w 

- 

1 

o 

<G 

«C  O ID 
■'t*  ^ to 

o> 

to 

1 

-*■ 

& 

b ■ 

in  om 
c o 

X 

X> 

- 

1 

a 

a 

'C 

to  O to 

O'!  CO 

Cl 

to 

- 

X 

Ch 

o 

O O to 

Cl  -*-»  CN 

Cl 

1 

Cl 

1-. 

Q 

-2 

m oc 

o 

*<* 

rf 

a 

£ 

com 

Cl 

to 

in  22 

- 

- 

« 

- 

-8  un 

' 1 

1 

Cl 

1 

1 

0 

to 

1 

1 

1 

1 * 

L_L_  1 

z 

- 

Age 

Period. 

Pulmonary 

Males 

i 

Pulmonary 

Females  ... 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Non-Pulmonary 
Females  ... 

o 

2 

O 

O 

a 

o 


If 

>,  a, 

ji  o 

2 ri 
o 5 

o 5 

ii 


t 2 

O 

Cu  V) 

O a 

^ t-, 

53  5 


© s 
> 3 


-d 

H 
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Cancer. 


During  1 he  past  year  182  deaths  in  the  County  were  due  to 
Cancer,  68  '^curring  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  1 14  in  the  Rural 
Districts.  The  rates  are  as  follow : — 


Rate  per  1,000 

Rate  per  1,000 

1931. 

1930. 

Urban  DNtricts 

1-66 

1.72 

Rural  Districts  

1 -63 

1.49 

Administrative  County  ... 

1-64 

1-57 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Small-Pox. 

No  case*  of  Small-pox  were. notified  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Durlrsf  the  year  70  cases  were  returned  as  notified  in  the 
Urban  and  "15  in  the  Rural  Districts — 185  in  all,  against  182  in 
1930.  Thor-;  was  one  death  from  Scarlet  Fever  during  1931 — 

a male,  5-  75  years. 


Attack  Rates  per 

Number  treated 

1,000  population. 

in  Hospital. 

Urban  Districts  

1-71 

49 

Rural  Districts  

1-64 

63 

Administrative  County  ... 

1.67 

112 

Diphtheria. 

The  n:..*  ber  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  1931  was 
139 — 81  frv.u  the  Urban  Districts  and  58  from  the  Rural  Districts, 
against  2! — 166  Urban  and  44  Rural  in  1930. 

Ten  deaths  occurred  during  the  year — 1 male  0 — 1 year, 
1 male  1 — 7 years,  1 male  and  2 females  2 — 5 years,  3 males  and 
1 female  15  years,  and  1 female  45 — 55  years. 


Attack  rates  per 

Number  treated 

1,000  population. 

in  Hospital. 

Urban  Districts  

1-98 

76 

Rural  Districts  

0-83 

34 

Administrative  County  ... 

1-25 

110 

38 

Typhoid  and  Allied  Fevers. 


Under  this  head  there  are  6 cases  to  record  (1  Urban  and  5 
Rural).  There  were  no  deaths. 


Attack  rates  per 
1,000  population. 

Urban  Districts  

0.02 

Rural  Districts  

0.07 

Administrative  County  

0.05 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  were  3 cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified  during  the 
year  (1  from  Urban  Districts  and  2 from  Rural  Districts),  and  18 
cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (6  Urban  and  12  Rural).  These  were 
treated  in  Hospital  and  at  home. 

There  were  2 deaths  during  the  year  from  Puerperal  Sepsis, 
1 between  25 — 35  years  and  1 between  35 — 45  years. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

During  the  year  16  cases  were  notified — 8 from  the  Urban  and 
8 from  the  Rural  Districts.  Twelve  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital 
and  4 at  home.  All  recovered  without  injury  to  sight. 


Poliomyelitis. 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Encephalitis  Lethargiea. 

One  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  Rural 
Districts.  No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 


Whooping  Cough. 

Five  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease,  2 in  the  Urban  Dis- 
tricts and  3 in  the  Rural  Districts — 2 males  and  1 female  under  1 
year,  1 female  1 — 2 years,  1 male  2 — 5 years. 
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Measles. 

Four  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  2 in  Urban  Districts 
and  2 in  Rural  Districts — 1 male  and  1 female  0 — 1 year,  1 female 
2 — 5 years,  and  1 female  55 — 65  years. 

A system  of  notification  by  School  Teachers  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer,  and  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  has 
been  in  force  for  several  years,  and  through  this  channel  cases 
were  ascertained. 

Erysipelas. 

Of  this  disease  10  cases  were  notified — 4 from  the  Urban 
and  6 from  the  Rural  Districts. 

Diarrhceal  Diseases. 

Seven  deaths  occurred — 4 males  and  2 females  under  1 year 
of  age,  and  1 male  65 — 75  years. 

Influenza. 

There  were  81  deaths,  28  in  the  Urban  and  53  in  the  Rural 
Districts — 2 males  0 — 1 year,  1 male  and  1 female  1 — 2 years, 
1 male  and  1 female  2 — 5 years,  1 male  5—15  years,  2 males  and  1 
female  15 — 25  years,  2 females  25 — 35  years,  4 males  and  4 females 
35 — 45  years,  2 males  and  3 females  45 — 55  years,  3 males  and  2 
females  55 — 65  years,  11  males  and  7 females  65 — 75  years,  and  10 
males  and  21  females  over  75  years. 

REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 

1.  Number  of  applications  for  registration  diming  1931 ...  1 

2.  Number  of  Homes  registered  during  1931 - 

3.  Number  of  orders  made  refusing  or  cancelling 

registration  1 

4.  Number  of  appeals  against  such  orders  

.5.  Number  of  cases  in  which  such  orders  have  been 

(a)  confirmed  on  appeal - 

(b)  disallowed  

6.  Number  of  applications  for  exemption  from  regis- 

tration ...  ...  ...  - 

7.  Number  of  cases  in  which  exemption  has  been 

(a)  granted  - 

(b)  withdrawn  - 

(c)  refused  

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

The  provision  in  respect  of  Infectious  Diseases  Isolation 
Hospitals  remains  the  same.  A survey  has  been  made  of  all 
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Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  during  the  year  and  the  subject  of 
the  present  accommodation  is  at  present  under  consideration.  A 
list  of  these  Hospitals  will  be  found  on  page  10. 


Venereal  Diseases. 


By  the  Approved  Scheme  one  Treatment  Centre  is  provided 
at  the  Isolation  Block  of  the  Hereford  Union  for  the  whole  County, 
and  is  under  the  care  of  a physician  and  a surgeon  who  have 
specialised  in  these  diseases.  Arrangement  are  made_  with 
Birmingham  University  Pathological  Department  for  the  Wasser- 
mann  tests,  etc.,  and  with  the  County  Laboratory  for  part  of  the 
microscopical  work.  In-patient  treatment  is  also  provided  for 
at  the  same  institution.  Re-construction  of  the  Clinic  premises 
is  at  present  under  consideration. 

The  Clinic  is  available  for  the  entire  County,  and  is  also  open 
to  patients  from  the  County  of  Radnor. 

The  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Isolation  Block,  Hereford  Union 
Workhouse,  at  the  following  hours  : — 

Tuesdays,  6-7  p.m. — Females. 

Wednesdays,  1.30  to  2.30  p.m. — Males  and  Females. 

Fridays,  6-7  p.m. — Males. 

The  Clinic  is  open  to  Males  for  irrigation  daily  (except  Sundays) 
between  6 and  7 p.m. 

The  Medical  Officers  are  : — 


Dr.  William  Ainslie. 
Dr.  C.  W.  Walker. 


The  present  arrangements  are  fairly  adequate  and  the  co- 
operation of  the  medical  profession  is  satisfactory'.  On  receipt 
of  the  results  of  the  Wassermann  reactions  from  Birmingham,  a 
letter  is  sent  to  each  practitioner  whose  patient  has  given  a positive 
result,  together  with  a card  giving  all  particulars  of  the  Clinic  and 
offering  treatment  for  his  patient  under  the  Council’s  scheme. 

The  medical  practitioners  in  the  area  are  all  well  informed 
of  the  facilities  provided  for  diagnosis  and  treatment,  and  that 
they  can  consult  the  medical  officers  of  the  Clinic  by  appointment 

on  any  Clinic  day. 

Fifteen  medical  practitioners,  in  addition  to  the  medical 
officers  of  the  Clinic,  are  qualified  to  receive  free  supplies  of 
arsenobenzol  compounds. 


\ 


\ 


RETURN  RELATING  TO  ALL  PERSONS  WHO  WERE  TREATED  AT  THE  TREATMENT  CENTRE  AT  HEREFORD 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1931. 


/ 

/ 
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RETURN  RELATING  TO  ALL  PERSONS  WHO  WERE  TREATED  AT  THE  TREATMENT  CENTRE  AT  HEREFORD 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1931—  continued. 
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RETURN  RELATING  TO  ALL  PERSONS  WHO  WERE  TREATED  AT  THE  TREATMENT  CENTRE  AT  HEREFORD 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1931— continued. 
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HOUSING. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  etc. 


In  view  of  the  curtailment  of  Schemes  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  most  Councils  will,  no  doubt,  be  content  to  carry  out  a 
modified  programme  in  the  meantime.  The  details  of  the  work 
of  each  Sanitary  District,  kindly  supplied  by  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  shew  the  scope  of  the  work  done  during  the 
year. 

Total  New  Houses  Houses  erected  as 
erected  during  Part  of  Council’s 
Year.  Scheme. 


Urban  Districts. 
Bromyard 
Hereford  City 
Kington 
Ledbury  - ... 
Leominster  . . . 
Ross 


3 

— 

176 

119 

16  - 

12 

4 

— 

35 

30 

8 

— 

Rural  Districts. 

Bredwardine  ...  ...  — 

Bromyard  12 

Dore 5 

Hereford  19 

Leominster  and  Wigmore  ...  13 

Weobley  3 

Ledbury  10 

Kington  ■ ...  4 

Ross  and  Whitchurch  ...  16 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Urban  Districts. 

The  water  supply  in  Hereford  City  has  been  extended  to  150 
houses  at  Hunderton.  Increased  storage  has  been  provided  at 

Bromyard. 

Rural  Districts. 

The  water  supplies  in  the  Rural  Districts  are  mainly  from 
shallow  wells,  which  yield-  waters  of  a.  rather  low  standard.  A 
new  water  supply  for  six  houses  has  been  provided  at  Upperton 
in  the  Weobley  Rural  District-. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

In  Hereford  City  scavenging  and  collection  of  refuse  has 
been  extended  to  the  Hunderton  district  and  the  public  sewers 
have  been  extended  to  the  same  area.  The  sewers  in  Kington 
Urban  District  have  been  extended  in  the  Headbrook  district. 
In  the  Dore  Rural  District  the  drains  at  Peterchurch  have  been 
relaid. 
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SALE  0?  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  Standing  Joint  Committee  of  the 
County,  so  far  as  the  County  area  is  concerned.  The  City  of 
Hereford  is  a separate  local  executive  Authority,  and  its  Health 
Committee  controls  the  duties  performed  under  the  Acts. 


County  of  Hereford. 


1.  Milk 

2.  Butter 

3.  Margarine 

4.  Lard 

5.  Vinegar 

6.  Camphorated  Oil 

7.  Olive  Oil 

8.  Epsom  Salts 

9.  Beer  ... 

10.  Cofiee 

11.  Tea  

12.  Sugar 

13.  Cheese 

14.  Baking  Powder 

15.  Liquorice  Powder 

16.  Ginger 

17.  Arrowroot 

18.  Crushed  Linseed 
19  Cream  of  Tartar 


Totals  ... 


Number  of 
Samples 
taken. 

Genuine. 

Adulterated. 

Formal. 

Ioformtl. 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Formal 

Informal 

22 

6 

18 

4 

4 

2 

20 

8 

19 

8 

l 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

I 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

54 

32 

49 

29 

5 

3 

86 

78 

8 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CREAM  AND  MILK)  REGULATIONS, 
1912  and  1917. 

There  were  no  Samples  taken  under  these  Regulations. 
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City  of  Hereford. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1931,  and  the  result  of  the  analysis: — 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 


Articles. 

Number 

Submitted. 

Nun 

Gem 

aber 

line. 

Number 

Adulterated. 

Fora  >1. 

Informal 

Formal. 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Milk 

6 

15 

i 

13 

5 

2 

Condensed  Milk 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

6 

Cream 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Butter 

5 

4 

5 

4 

0 

0 

Margarine  ...  

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Lard  ... 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Cheese  

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Tea 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Sugar  

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Rice  ...  

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Pepper  

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Barley  

0 

2 

0 

O 

0 

0 

Oatmeal  

0 

- 2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Baking  Powder 

0 

1 

0 

i 

0 

0 

Egg  Substitute 

0 

1 

0 

i 

0 

0 

Arrowroot 

0 

1 

0 

i 

0 

0 

Honey  

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Cooked  Peas... 

0 

1 

0 

l 

0 

0 

Brawn 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Sweets 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Wine  (non-alcoholic) 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Cider  

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Glauber  Salts 

0 

1 

0 

i 

0 

0 

Ammoniated  Tine.  Quinine 

0 

1 

0 

i 

0 

0 

Totals  

12 

55 

7 

53 

5 

2 

~67 

60 

~7 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Births  (excluding ' Hereford  City}: — 

Registered — (1)  Legitimate — Live  Births,  1,235,  Still  Births, 
60 ; (2)  Illegitimate — Live  Births,  96,  Still  Births,  6 ; 
total,  1,397. 

Notified — (1)  Live  Births,  1,201  ; (2)  Still  Births,  53 ; 

total,  1,254. 

(1)  By  Midwives,  1,071  ; (2)  Parents  and  Doctors,  183. 


Infant  Deaths  (excluding  Hereford  City)  : — 

(1)  Legitimate,  59;  (2)  Illegitimate,  16;  total,  75. 
Rate  per  1 ,000  births  : — 

(1)  Legitimate,  48  ; (2)  Illegitimate,  167  ; total,  56. 


Eealth  Visiting. 

The  present  Scheme,  as  approved  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  was  initiated  in  November,  1917. 

The  present  whole-time  staff  consists  of  the  Superintendent 
• with  the  assistance  of  a lady  clerk,  and  five  Health  Visitors,  working 
in  six  Health  areas.  In  November,  1928,  the  areas  of  Ledbury 
and  Bromyard  were  put  under  the  charge  of  one  Health  Visitor, 
who  is  provided  with  a motor  car.  Within  these  areas  the  part- 
time  service  of  49  local  District  Nurses  is  also  available,  for  school 
and  tuberculosis  work  and  notification  of  birth  duties. 

In  the  several  areas  the  Health  Visitors,  assisted  by  the  local 
District  Nurses,  visit  the  notified  births,  attend  the  local  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  visit  all  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  including 
discharged  soldiers,  and  attend  the  local  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. 


Grants  to  District  Nursing  Associations. 

Grants  are  paid  to  Associations  affiliated  to  the  County 
Nursing  Association  on  the  following  basis  : — £ 35  for  the  first 
year  ; £25  a year  thereafter. 

These  grants  are  intended  to  be  devoted  towards  paying  the 
District  Nurse’s  salary. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 

the  year  1931  : — 


1. 

Infant  Welfare. 

Attendances  at  Welfare  Centre 

Visits. 

308 

2. 

Visits  to  Infants  under  1 year 

...  1,168 

3. 

Re-visits  

...  6,221 

4. 

Visits  to  Ante-Natal  Cases 

826 

5. 

Re-visits  

...  2,502 

6. 

Visits  to  Children,  1 — 5 years 

...  12,785 

1. 

Tuberculosis. 

Attendances  at  Dispensary 

223 

2_ 

Domiciliary  Visits  to  Notified  Cases 

92 

3. 

Re-visits  

...  2,043 

4. 

Visits  to  Discharged  Soldiers 

•80 

5. 

Visits  to  Shelters  

412 

1. 

Other  Work. 

Ophthalmia — Visits  and  Re-visits  ... 

29 

2. 

Measles 

459 

3. 

Mental  Deficiencj^  

...  1,150 

4. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

35 

Total  Visits 

...  28,333 

Expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  up  to  five  years 
of  age,  are  seen  at  the  Voluntary  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Ante- 
Natal  advice  is  given  at  the  Centres.  Ante-Natal  visits  are  also 
paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  different  areas  and  advice  given. 
There  are  no  Hospitals  run  by  the  County  Council  for  the  reception 
of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 

The  arrangements  for  orthopaedic  treatment  of  children  under 
live  years  of  age  is  undertaken  by  the  local  Orthopaedic  After  Care 
Committee,  as  described  under  Tuberculosis. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. — The  Order 
has  been  in  force  during  the  year,  and  is  operative  within  the 
County  area  as  a whole.-  No  scale  of  wages  has  been  adopted  by 
the  Council,  the  basis  of  distribution  being  largely  destitution. 
Every  case  is  carefully  scrutinised  by  the  Health  Visitors,  and  all 
information  as  to  wages,  number  in  family,  etc.,  is  transmitted  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  special  forms.  Applica- 
tions come  through  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  medical  prac- 
titioners, local  nurses,  and  Health  Visitors.  During  the  period  in 
question  these  cases  were  dealt  with  at  a cost  of  £ 36  Os.  0d. 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  established  in  Leominster, 
Ross,  Ledbury,  Kington,  Weobley,  Bromyard,  Peterchurch, 
Pontrilas  and  Colwall.  In  the  case  of  Weobley  the  meetings  are 
held  alternately  in  Weobley  and  Dilwyn. 

The  County  Coimcil  gives  to  each  Voluntary  Centre  a yearly 
grant,  and  the  County  Medical  Officer,  or  one  of  his  Assistants, 
gives  advice  at  the  Centres  at  each  meeting. 

These  Welfares  are  rim  by  enthusiastic  voluntary  workers 
who  have  local  knowledge  of  the  cases  requiring  advice.  This 
voluntary  effort  is  carried  on  in  cordial  co-operation  with  the 
official  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses. 

Much  encouragement  has  been  forthcoming  from  general 
practitioners  in  the  areas  concerned. 

At  several  of  the  Centres  useful  exhibitions  were  held,  and  at 
all  the  Centres  “ Health  Talks  ” were  given  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  work  at  the  nine  Centres 
during  the  year  : — 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 


11. 


Number  of  Infants  attended 239 

Number  of  Attendances  - ...  1,418 

Number  of  Children  aged  1 — 5 364 

Number  of  Attendances  2,543 

Number  of  Attendances,  Expectant  Mothers.  50 

Average  Daily  Attendance 23 

Number  of  Children  who  were  breast  fed 

entirely  194 

Artificial  foods  used  : — Cows’  Milk,  Barley 
Water,  Cow  and  Gate,  Glaxo,  Nestle ’s, 
Allenbury’s. 

Amount  received  for  artificial  foods,  Virol, 


♦Clothing,  etc.,  supplied  ...  /151  19s.  84d. 

(♦This  included  such  things  as  Belts,  Socks,  Vests) 

Number  in  Attendance  at  end  of  year  ...  493 

Ante-Natal  Cases 


6 
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THE  MIDWIVES’  ACT. 


Summary  of  the  Inspector’s  Work. 

Regular  Inspection  of  Midwives 

Special  Visits  of  Enquiry  

Letters  and  Notices  sent  out  ... 

Notifications  Received  : 

Of  Intention  to  Practice 

Of  Sending  for  Medical  Help  

Of  Still- Births  

Last  Offices  ... 

Liability  to  be  a Source  of  Infection  

Artificial  Feeding  of  Infants 

Death  of  Infants  before  Arrival  of  Doctor 

Temporary  withdrawals  on  account  of  being  exposed  to 

infection 

Died.  Recovered. 

Septic  Cases 1 ...  4 

Cases  of  Eclampsia  ...  ...  — ...  — 

Midwives  Practising  and  Resident  in  the  County  : 

Number  of  Trained  Midwives  working  under  Local 
Nursing  Associations  affiliated  to  the  County 
Nursing  Association 

Trained  Midwives  working  under  Local  Associations  not 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association 

Trained  Midwives  practising  on  their  own  account  ... 

Trained  Midwives  working  in  Institutions  and  Nursing 
Homes 

Bona-fide  Midwives-... 


Total 


275 

18 

1913 


98 

506 

29 

14 
18 

15 


17 

Total. 

5 


53 


9 

20 

10 

1 

93 


There  are  several  Midwives  resident  in  adjacent  Counties  and 
not  included  in  the  above  list,  who  occasionally  take  cases  in 
Herefordshire,  and  regularly  notify  to  this  Authority  their  intention 

to  practice. 

Quarterly  Routine  Inspections  of  Midwives  and  Special  Visits 
when  necessary  are  undertaken  by  the  Inspector  of  Midwives. 

Two  Candidates  have  completed  .training  under  the  County 
Nursing  Association. 

Two  Nurses  have  been  sent  for  a Midwifery  Post  Graduate 
Course  by  the  County  Nursing  Association  ; in  each  case  the 
Nurse  had  been  trained  and  worked  in  the  County  for  periods  of 
more  than  five  .years. 

Lectures  arranged  during  the  months  of  October  to  April  in 
each  year  continue  to  be  very  well  attended  by  Health  Visitors, 
Nurses  and  Midwives.  Subjects  for  lectures  are  varied  and  include 
all  branches  of  Public  Health  and  Nursing  work. 
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Practice  of  Midwives. 

In  506  instances  medical  help,  was  called  tor,  the  particulars 


of  which  are  as  follows  : — 

Premature  Labour  7 

Long  Labour 165 

Rupture  of  Perineum 92 

Albuminuria  18 

Abnormal  and  Doubtful  Presentations  29 

High  Temperature  10 

Haemorrhage  Ante  and  Post  Partum  33 

Abortions  13 

Threatened  Abortions  5 

Vaginal  Discharge  6 

Retained  and  Adherent  Placenta  and  Membranes...  10 

Dangerous  Varicose  Veins 3 

Feebleness  and  Prematurity  of  Child,  etc.  ...  52 

Deformities  and  Abnormalities  5 

Inflammation  and  Discharge  from  Eyes 24 

Other  Illnesses  during  Pregnancy  and  Labour  ...  27 

Ante-Natal  Conditions  7 


506 

Still  Births. 

The  29  Still  Births  were  notified  by  21  Midwives — two  at 
7 months,  seven  at  8 months,  and  twenty  at  full  term. 

Abortions. 

The  13  abortions  were  notified  by  9 midwives.  The  periods 
of  gestation  were  four  at  8 weeks  ; two  at  16  weeks  ; others  not 
given . 

Inflammation  of  and  Discharge  from  Eyes. 

Twenty-four  cases  of  discharging  eyes  were  notified  by  17 
Midwives  as  being  the  cause  of  sending  for  medical  help.  All 
recovered  satisfactorily. 

Pomphigus  Neonatorum. 

Medical  help  was  called  in  12  cases  for  Infants  on  account  of 
Septic  Blisters  ; eight  cases  proved  to  be  Pemphigus  Neonatorum. 
Special  arrangements  were  made  for  these  cases.  One  infant 
died  ; the  remainder  were  of  a mild  type  and  made  good  recoveries. 
All  practising  Midwives  were  warned  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
disease  and  careful  observation  advised. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Rise  of  Temperature. 

Medical  help  was  called  in  10  cases  on  account  of  rise  of 
temperature  during  the  puerperium ; four  were  notified  as  Puer- 
peral Pyrexia  and  one  as  Puerperal  Sepsis.  The  case  of  Puerperal 
Sepsis  died  ; the  others  made  satisfactory  recoveries. 
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Eclampsia. 

No  case  of  Eclampsia  was  reported.  In  18  cases  medical 
help  was  sent  for  on  account  of  Albuminuria  during  the  Ante-Natal 

period. 

Haemorrhage. 

Thirty-three  cases  were  reported.  All  recovered. 

Disciplinary  Action. 

No  action  necessary. 

Supply  and  Training  of  Mid  wives. 

Two  bona-fide  Midwives  have  been  trained  and  supplied  by 
the  County  Nursing  Association  for  work  on  affiliated  districts. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

At  the  end  of  1930  there  were  12  males  and  21  females  certified 
and  under  control.  During  the  year  3 males  and  3 females  were 
certified  and  sent  to  Ross  Certified  Institution.  One  female  was 
sent  to  Stoke  Park  Colony.  One  female  died  during  the  year,  1 
female  was  removed  to  Burghill  Mental  Hospital,  and  1 male  was 
transferred  to  Rampton  State  Institution. 

There  were  15  males  and  23  females  in  Certified  Institutions 

at  the  end  of  1931. 

During  the  year  an  ascertainment  was  made  of  the  number 
of  mentally  defective  persons  in  the  County.  Two  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  names  were  submitted  for  investigation,  of  whom 
131  were  found  to  be  mentally  defective. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  151  males  and  115  females  were  under 
supervision  at  their  homes. 

Twenty-five  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  Committee  during 
the  year,  and  3 males  and  4 females  were  ordered  to  be  certified. 

The  mentally  defective  cases  are  visited  periodically  by  the 
Health  Visitors,  and  reported  on  every  two  months  by  them  to 
the  Medical  Adviser,  who  visits  and  reports  on  urgent  cases. 

COUNTY'  LABORATORY. 

Complete  outfits  are  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
under  whose  personal  supervision  the  work  of  the  Laboratory  is 
conducted.  Positive  results  are  transmitted  by  telephone  or 
telegram  in  order  to  avoid  delay.  No  charge  is  made  for  the 
examination  of  “ ordinary'  ” specimens  arising  out  of  the  routine 
work  of  any  Sanitary  Authority  in  the  County. 

Specimens,  however,  sent  by  the  general  public  are  subject  to 
a modified  fee. 


The  following  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year  :• 


Chemical. 

Examinations  of  Potable  Waters 

Microscopical,  Etc. 

Examinations  for  : — 

Bacillus  Diphtheriae 
Bacillus  Tuberculosis  (sputum) 
Bacillus  Tuberculosis  (Milk) 
Bacillus  Tuberculosis  (urine) 

Meningococcus  

Gonococcus  

Vincent’s  Organisms 
Ringworm  (Hairs) 

B.  Typhosus  

B.  Paratyphosus  A. 

B.  Paratyphosus  B. 

Urine  for  Albumen  Sugar,  etc. 
Other  Examinations 

Total 

Samples  of  Water  examined... 
Blood  Counts  ...  

Grand  Total 


SPECIMENS. 

No. 

Con- 

laminated 

Passed. 

. 231 

104 

127 

No. 

Positive. 

Negative 

2520 

621 

1899 

666 

127 

539 

14 

1 

13 

18 

1 

17 

5 

0 

5 

159 

48 

111 

8 

3 

5 

10 

2 

8 

41 

4 

37 

41 

2 

39 

41 

1 

40 

197 

113 

84 

119 

73 

46 

3839 

996 

2843 

231 

77 

• 

4147 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  VETERINARY 
OFFICER  for  the  Year  1931. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  County  and  City  of  Hereford  for  the  year  1931. 

This  Report  covers  the  work  carried  out  in  the  County 
Laboratory,  and  in  many  cases  the  results  have  been  of  a very 
instructive  nature. 

I should  very  much  like  to  place  on  record  the  extreme  help 
that  has  been  given  by  the  Staff  of  the  Laboratory  during  the 
investigations  that  have  been  carried  out  of  specimens  obtained 
from  cattle  that  have  been  dying  during  the  recent  months,  the 
results  of  which  I hope  to  publish  later. 
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The  work  of  inspection  of  cows  in  Registered  Dairies 
has  been  proceeded  with  during  the  year  and  samples  have  been 
taken  and  examined  when  necessary,  but  in  no  case  have  Tubercle 
Bacilli  been  found  in  Milk.  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that 
no  adverse  report  has  been  received  from  other  Authorities  to 
whose  Area  milk  is  sent  from  this  County  and  who  do  their  own 
examinations. 

Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925,  two  samples  of  milk 
proved  positive,  but  these  were  not  from  animals  that  were  supply- 
ing milk  for  human  consumption. 

During  the ’year  there  have  been  98  cases  of  suspected  Tuber- 
culosis in  cattle  reported.  Of  these  42  proved  positive  under  the 
Order,  and  post-mortem  examinations  revealed  the  fact  that  12 
were  in  an  advanced  state  and  30  were  not  advanced. 

The  following  table  shows  some  of  the  results  obtained  from 
specimens  which  I have  examined  in  the  County  Laboratory  during 
the  year : — 


Negative 

Positive 

Total. 

Blood  for  <\nthrax  

35 

0 

35 

Scraping  for  Sheep  Scab  

4 

1 

5 

Scraping  for  Mange  

1 

2 

3 

Tissues  for  Bacillus  Tuberculosis 

5 

3 

8 

Sputum  for  Bacillus  Tuberculosis 

Milks  for  Bacillus  Tuberculosis  under 

0 

8 

8 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order  

Milks  for  Bacillus  Tuberculosis  under 

42 

0 

42 

the  Tuberculosis  Order 

9 

2 

11 

R.  WOOFF, 

Veterinary  Officer  for  the  County  and 
City  of  Hereford. 
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Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified 


Casks  Notified  in  each  Locality. 


tti  OF 

nicis. 

Chicken  Pox. 

X 

0 

a. 

I 

C/) 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria,  including 
Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Pneumonia. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Measles. 

Dysentery. 

Malaria. 

Puerperal  l*yrexia. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

KBAN. 

mi 

1 

1 

9 

4 

; 4 City 

... 

45 

3 

32 

40 

1 

5 

1 

25 

T 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

••• 

.ft 

... 

... 

i 

... 

2 

1 

... 

3 

... 

2 

.nster  ... 

... 

35 

1 

16 

5 

... 

1 

... 

7 

... 

1 

... 

17 

5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

'oru.  ... 

83 

4 

68 

60 

1 

3 

... 

7 

1 

38 

IJUL 

1 

2 

... 

... 

.nl  ... 

... 

4 

1 

5 

20 

... 

■... 

... 

6 

••• 

13 

... 

3 

2 

1 

... 

6 

'1 

... 

S 

3 

39 

28 

3 

3 

2 

21 

0 

... 

... 

16 

1 

... 

...  • 

... 

2 

... 

4 

... 

18 

9 

... 

10 

•ter  ad 

on 

14 

2' 

19 

10 

1 

... 

2 

1 

4 

nt 

- larch  . 

... 

• •• 

8 

... 

6 

4 

... 

1 

1 

12 

... 

... 

7 

... 

8 

3 

1 

... 

... 

3 

... 

6 

:a  1 

...  | 

58 

6 

115 

79 

5 

10 

4 

67 

- 

• No  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation  available. 

t Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation  available  for  Small-pox. 

♦ The  Hereford  Rural  Isolation  Hospital  is  available,  by  arrangement,  for  patients  from  the 
> Accommodated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Ross  Rural  District. 

(a)  Admitted  to  Hay  Urban  District  Council  Isolation  Hospital,  by  arrangement. 


I 


• 1931. 

in  each  District  and  the  Number  Removed  to  Hospital. 


Dore,  Ledbury,  Leominster  Urban  and  Rural  and  Weobley  Rural  Districts. 
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causes  oi  utam  at  uiuereiu  t'en 


1 

AGGREGATE  OF 

» j j 

; 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Sex. 

All 

0— 

Ages. 

2 

5— 

15— 

All  Causes  

M. 

295 

23 

4 

5 

9 

13 

F. 

231 

16 

3 

4 

5 

7 

j Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

M. 

F. 

... 

... 

2.  Measles  

M. 

F. 

2 

i 

i 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  

M. 

F. 

... 

... 

... 

4.  V/hooping  Cough  

M. 

F. 

i 

l 

i 

i 

5.  Diphtheria  - 

M. 

F. 

2 

2 

... 

i 

i 

i 

l 

6.  Influenza 

M. 

12 

i 

i 

i 

i 

F. 

16 

... 

l 

... 

... 

... 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  

M. 

F. 

... 

... 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

M. 

... 

... 

F. 

... 

... 

... 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System... 

M. 

16 

... 

... 

... 

4 

F. 

17 

... 

i 

5 

10.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

XL 

2 

i 

1 

F. 

4 

2 

1 1.  Syphilis  

M. 

3 

F. 

1 

12.  General  paralysis  of  the  insane. 

XL 

... 

tabes  dorsalis 

F. 

... 

1J.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

XI. 

30 

... 

1 

F. 

38 

... 

... 

... 

... 

14.  Diabetes 

XL 

1 

... 

F. 

3 

... 

15.  Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  See.  ... 

XL 

27 

F. 

24 

... 

... 

16.  Heart  Disease  

XL 

69 

... 

l 

i 

F. 

66 

17.  Aneurysm 

M. 

F. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

H.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

XI. 

To 

• . • 

F. 

-7 

... 

19.  Bronchitis 

XI. 

12 

2 

F. 

1 

... 

-0.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

XI. 

17 

l 

3 

... 

1 

F. 

22 

4 

l 

1 

i 

-1.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

M. 

5 

... 

F. 

4 

• . . 

... 

Peptic  Ulcer 

XI. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

F. 

1 

-3.  Dbirrhcea,  Sic 

XL 

2 

i' 

... 

... 

F. 

-1.  Appendicitis 

XL 

... 

... 

. . . 

F. 

... 

. . . 

•ij.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ' ... 

XI. 

1 

... 

F. 

1 

■ ->•  Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

XL 

• . . 

.. . 

... 

F. 

2 

\ 

— Other  Dig-stive  Diseases 

XL 

9 

i 

i 

1 

2 

1 

F. 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

M. 

17 

... 

F. 

8 

. . , 

■ V... 

* Puerperal  Sepsis 

F. 

1 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  

F. 

2 

• Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 

M. 

19 

18 

1 

* 

Malformations,  etc. 

F. 

9 

9 

Senility 

M. 

6 

J L Suicide 

F. 

M. 

16 

2 

1 

Other  Violence 

F. 

M. 

5 

11 

i 

... 

i 

2 

- : Defined  Diseases 

F. 

M. 

6 

21 

l 

l 

... 

1 

"2 

ill-defined  or  unknown 

F. 

M. 

19 

l 

... 

2 

F. 

i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

- ~ i ■ 

"UounFy  or  Hereford!  1931. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


c 

CAUSES  Oh  DEATH. 

£ 

O 

k. 

o 

•3 

V 

X 

M.13. 

02. 

Bromyard 

U.D. 

04. 

o 

sc 

c 

C- 

T «o 
DO 

t 

O 

t-J 

U.D. 

06. 

Leominster 

s® 

CO 

•J) 

O 

•—4 

U.D. 

14. 

AGGRE 

GATE 

of 

Urban 

District 



M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes  

162 

173 

9 

1“ 

14 

11 

40 

19 

45 

35 

25 

33 

295 

231! 

' Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever  ... 

• . . 

... 

...I 

Measles 

... 

1 

1 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  

... 

... 

... 

... 

•••! 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Tohthcria 

1 

l 

L 

Induenaa 

4 

12 

1 

. . 

4 

2 

1 

4 

12 

1G 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

^Barebro- spinal  fever  

... 

... 

... 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System. 

9 

12 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

3 

3 

1 

16 

i 7 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

... 

2 

i 

1 

3 

1 

C aeral  paralysis  of  the  insane. 

tabes  dorsalis 

... 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease- 

IS 

IS 

1 

3 

2 

o 

•i 

5 

2 

5 

3 

5 

30 

38 

Diabetes 

1 

i 

1 

3 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  &C. 

17 

13 

1 

i 

2 

4 

4 

3 

2 

1 

3 

27 

24 

Heart  Disease  

3S 

39 

o 

3 

1 

10 

5 

11 

ii 

7 

8 

69 

66 

Aneurysm 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

3 

... 

... 

3 

1 

i 

2 

2 

i 

1 

10 

7 

I/ionchitis 

6 

i 

o 

2 

2 

12 

i 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

11 

is 

i 

i 

3 

2 

2 

1 

17 

22 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

2 

... 

2 

1 

i 

1 

5 

4 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

... 

1 

Durrhcea.  &c.  (under  2 years)  ... 

i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

i 

Appendicitis 

... 

... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

i 

1 

l 

1 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

i 

i 

2 

Oth-r  digestive  diseases  ... 

8 

2 

i 

i 

io 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

12 

4 

i 

... 

... 

5 

i 

2 

17 

8 

Djtrperal  Sepsis 

. 1 

1 

Other  puerperal  causes 

1 

l 

2 

Cc...  .nital  debility,  premature 

birth,  malformations,  etc. 

13 

8 

l 

1 

2 

3 

19 

9 

Senilitv 

3 

12 

1 

i 

2 

1 

2 

6 

16 

... 

1 

t> 

... 

1 

2 

5 

Ov.er  violence  

3 

4 

2 

i 

3 

i 

2 

... 

1 

ii 

6 

Oth-r  Defined  Diseases 

9 

11 

1 

i 

i 

i 

3 

5 

2 

2 

4 

21 

19 

Causes  ill -defined  or  unknown 

... 

1 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35 

above) — 

Smallnox 

... 

. •• 

. .» 

• . • 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

Polioencephalitis 

I 

... 

.L.v.ths  of  Infants  under  1 year — 

Total 

15 

13 

l 

l 

i 

2 

4 

1 

4 

26 

16 

Legitimate 

14 

12 

l 

i 

i 

2 

2 

3 

'>9 

14 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

1 

... 

2 

i 

1 

4 

2 

Total  Live  Births 

191 

166 

6 

6 

13 

14 

28 

19 

50 

45 

40 

31  ;328 

281 

Legitimate  

177 

159 

6 

6 

10 

13 

26 

19 

45 

38 

37 

29 

301 

264 

Illegitimate  ... 

14 

7 

...  , 

3 

1 

2 

5 

7 

3 

2i 

27 

17 

Stillbirths  

11 

5 

1 

...  | 

3 

i 

i 

2 

1 

l . 

17 

8 

Legitimate  ...  

9 

5 

...  1 

2 

i 

i 

2 

1 

i i 

14 

S 

I.  r.ate  ...  

o 

...  , 

I 

3 

*■  'nt  Population 

23,890  I 

1,545 

1,747 

3,- 

135 

5,: 

>99 

4,624 

40,840 

*4,614 

♦40.S30 

- Above  population  relates  to  the  area  as  constituted  on  31st  December,  1931,  but  as  the  ni 

occurring  in  the  old  area,  the  following  adjusted  figure  shO' 

\ ■ ... 


I 


i 


i;  . 


